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LICHENS: THE LAMB INSIDE THE LION

The Farlow Lichen Herbarium

How is it that a collection grows and increases to become a major research
instrument? Although this might occur in several ways, I thought it would be inter-
esting to look at one of the Farlow Herbarium collections and write about it in terms
of its growth. I have chosen to discuss the Lichen Herbarium because it exemplifies,
more than any other part of the Farlow Herbarium, the processes which help to form
the character of such a unit.

The lichen collection, like the others here, was begun by William G. Farlow
early in his career. Even as a student of Anton de Bary in Strasbourg, Farlow inten-
ded to collect and work on lichens; in fact, Asa Gray had encouraged him in the study
of all cryptogams as early as 1873 when he wrote him:

"We are going to have the Cryptogamic Flora of U.S. done up, pari passu,
with the Phanerag. Sullivant is engaged to do the Mosses, in a volume--
to which I hope to have Austin do the Hepaticae. I want you to come home
prepared to do--

1) The Algae--one vol.

2) The Fungi

Herbarium of G. K. Merrill W’-‘W 3) --Since they are only Algae &
Hypoth. ngéi; Fungi! either dwelling together--
Paraph.  dinTimek | alandis Tips  Weomclad or the lamb inside the lion~--you
j{"wn.- Spores | Number Asci will probably have to do the
e Lichenes! Unless we can get them

-"ﬁﬁ!;zq!

R Hymen with I out of Tuckerman in an intelligi-

ble form--which is doubtful.”
A RaldBmn .m&ﬁac&,&ruu Qy{b)QGmég, To which Farlow responded:
- - "Your statement of what I am to
Q ' learn hardly comes within the bounds
' of your usual modesty. I think I
_ QLS§P_ \%-23-\ could stand the algae and, in course
Seng ®- A of time, the fungi, but, when you
come to add the lichens, I begin to




despair.”

After he returned to take up a C. G. PRINGLE,
position at Harvard, Farlow had more PLANTZ& bﬁf;}{l(:fxrqlqz. ;
willingness than time and energy. 1890. E
The general collection of lichens of Go1 B
—3TATE OF MEXICO—

the Cryptogamic Laboratory, which 51

became Farlow's responsibility, grew .

slowly for, although Farlow collected, 7 : e“stté““ZJ%)i
he did th.: cer}ter his )3‘e§ee'1rch on the M Laas Cs ) .X«,W+.
group. His first acquisition of note / i :
was the private herbarium of Edward /4 G !
Tuckermai (1817-1886) which numbers % 7 / /?76'.&5{.;&%[“}
over 25,000 specimens. This herbar- : :
ium, acquired after Tuckerman's death,
was at that time probably the most extensive in North America. (For a comment on
Tuckerman, see vol. 1 no. 1 of this Newsletter.) Tuckerman was an early explorer of
the White Mountains and the first real authority on North American lichens. Moreover,
he had exchanged specimens with many European lichenologists and bought collections
whenever possible. With the Tuckerman collection at hand, Farlow had a major tool
for the identification of lichens, and his letters and specimens show that he used it
as such. It has continued to be one of the most frequently consulted Farlow Herbari-
um collections.

An interesting sideline is that Tuckerman never believed lichens were fungi and
algae living together--the lion and the lamb of Gray's letter. 1In fact, some of his
most pointed papers had to do with reporting the then controversial hypothesis
presented by Simon Schwendener in 1868 of the dual nature of lichens—-an idea earli-
er suggested by de Bary,

When the cryptogams of the Gray Herbarium were transferred to the Cryptogamic
Laboratory in the 1890's, several important lichen collections were added, notably
the lichen herbarium of the Irish botanist Thomas Taylor. Gray had acquired this
for the Boston Society of Natural History; it had remained housed at Harvard for
research purposes.

Farlow, and later his student and successor Roland Thaxter, exchanged lichen
specimens with many of the prominent lichenologists of the time and also continued
to collect extensively. Thaxter, for instance, collected many lichens on his expedi-
tions to South America and the Caribbean. All of these exchanges and identifications
made the collection more comprehensive. When important lichen collections became
available, Farlow and Thaxter were always prepared to try to purchase them. The
first staff member to have lichens as a main research interest was Lincoln W. Riddle
(1880-1921) whose collection came to Harvard after his untimely death. (He had
filled the position of Curator for only three years.)

After Farlow's death, the
Lichen Herbarium and the other

LICHENES EXSICCATI @ @ cryptogamic collections were brought
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together with Farlow's personal

library to found the Farlow Refer-

{ ex herbario Dr. H. E. HASSE, relicti
é Distributed for the Sullivant Moss Society

by C. C. Plitt WK N ence Library and Herbarium of
4 et Cryptogamic Botan Additioms to
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5. Cdkma“mowmAAds )“ the herbarium continued. The
Santa Monica Range, California single largest acquisition was the

George K. Merrill collection, pur-
chased in 1927. Merrill was a pro-
fessional photographer in Rockland,
Maine., To him lichenology was a

Collected and determined by DR. HASSE, March 1897
Cf. Lichen Flora of Southern California, page 73
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hobby, as were, according to one biographer, chess and baseball. He also did not
believe lichens were fungi. Carroll W. Dodge, who was Curator of the Farlow at that
time, referred to the process of incorporating the large collection as "filing the
Farlow lichens into the Merrill herbarium."

Other collections came along over the years and, although none was as large as
the Merrill, they all contributed importantly to the herbarium's ultimate value.
Collections of H. E, Hasse, R. H. Howe, C. J. Sprague, C. Sbarbaro, and others all
found their way to Harvard by one means or another. I. Mackenzie Lamb, the Director
of the Farlow Library and Herbarium from 1953-1972, was a lichenologist and made
many significant additions.

Today the Lichen Herbarium is made up of about 135,000 specimens. It is
currently being remounted and rearranged by Curatorial Assistant Marcy Abbott--not a
small task. In the process much is being learned about the people who made the
collections, and about the history of botanical exploration in North America and
around the world.

Donald H. Pfister
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<<<<<<<<<<-<WHAT,SNE\NAT20DIVINITY>>>>>>>>>>>>

Book Sale: Our book sale last spring was a great success, by all accounts. We
had collected several shelves full of books on natural history, including some good
stuff. We sold most of the books, A number of them received several bids; a few
bidders did not get any of the books they requested. Better luck next time! We do
intend to repeat this event next year, and have already started collecting. Should
you have any books you wish to donate to the Second Annual Sale, don't wait--it would
be helpful for the Farlow Library to receive them as early as possible. Remember,
this is a tax-deductible contribution, as are all donations to FoF.

Library Openings: This fall the Library will again be open on the first Satur-
day of each month from 10 am to 2 pm, thanks to FoF. Last year we did not have an
overwhelming number of visitors, but a few dedicated souls showed up. The staff put
free time to good use catching up on library work. This is a good opportunity to
visit the Farlow at times other than the usual working hours.

Historic Preservation: The Farlow archives contain a set of 31 large glass
negatives, 1880's vintage, of the historic Newton Center, Mass. estate of John S.
Farlow, father of William G. The house was taken down years ago. The negatives are
beginning to deteriorate. FoF Treasurer Harvey Pofcher recently made arrangements
to have the negatives microfilmed as part of a Historic Newton Inc. city preservation




project. We've been told the results are very good and we'll soon have a copy of the
microfilm from which prints can be made. We thank Harvey for his part in this impor-
tant rescue operation.

Vital Statistics: As of 1 October, FoF consists of 170 personal members

(including family memberships) and 3 organizations. We have a current balance of
$4826, including $1270 from the book sale,

Farlow Tour: Don Pfister will conduct a tour of the Farlow collections and
building on 3 November, 10 am to noon. The event is cosponsored by Habitat Insti-
tute for the Enviromment, Arnold Arboretum, and New England Wildflower Society, and
will introduce the Library and Herbarium to a wider audience,

Support for the Farlow: Don Pfister reports encouraging fiscal news from two
directions. Early in 1983 Harvard University installed badly needed storm windows
throughout the Farlow building. This spring the Victorian electrical wiring in the
library stacks was replaced and modern fluorescent lights installed.

Also, the National Science Foundation has renewed for two years the herbarium
maintenance grant to the Harvard University Herbaria, which includes the Farlow.
This grant provides a substantial part of our current operating funds. The renova-
tion of the Lichen Herbarium mentioned earlier will also proceed under this grant.

Moselio Schaechter

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<FARLOWPEOPLE>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Bryologist Geneva Sayre, Professor Emeritus
at Russell Sage College and Honorary Research
Associate at Farlow Herbarium, has been a dear
friend and advisor to the entire Farlow staff
for over ten years. On her 70th birthday, June
12, 1981, she was presented with a special vol-
ume of the Occasional Papers of the Farlow
Herbarium containing papers by colleagues. The
Geneva Sayre Fund was established in her honor,
for the purpose of helping cryptogamic botan-
ists visit and study Farlow Herbarium collec-
tions.

Dr. Sayre has been seriously ill this year
but is recovering well, and is planning--what
else--a fall trip to Italy and Paris.

Roy E. Halling, agaricologist, and since
1980, Cryptogamic Botanist at the Farlow, left
on 1 September to begin his new appointment as
Intern at the New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY. He is sorely missed here, but
we all wish him the very best as he starts his new lives in the Big City.

Walter Litten is an FoF Advisory Board member and editor of McIlvainea, the
national journal of amateur mycology. Walter lost his office, some records, and
many mycological books in the disastrous fire at the College of the Atlantic, Bar
Harbor, Maine, in July.

Donald Pfister, Curator of the Farlow, became Director of the Harvard Univer-
sity Herbaria as of 1 July 1983,




FROM THE LIBRARY

FoF Discount on Farlow Publications - Remember, FoF members get 107 off on pub-
lications of the Farlow Herbarium. Current bestsellers include:

Occasional Paper no. 18. Leif Ryvarden, 1983. Type studies in the Poly-
poraceae 14. Species described by N. Patouillard, either alone or with
other mycologists. 39 p., & figs. List $4; FoF $3.60.

Occasional Paper wno. 17. Donald H., Pfister, 1982. A nomenclatural revi-
ston of F. J. Seaver's North American Cup-Fungi (Operculates). 32 p.
List $3; FoF $2.70.

Ocecastional Paper no. 16. A Volume in Honor of Geneva Sayre on the Occa-
sion of her 70th Birthday. 17 articles, 151 p. List 815; FoF, $13.50.,

I. M. Lamb, M. H. Zimmermarnn, and E. E. Weber, 1977, Artificial Key to
the Common Marine Algae of New England North of Cape Cod. 63 p., 64 figs.
List $2; FoF $1.80.
quantity discounts available.

Mailing costs $.50 per item.
We have many other publications available free or at cost of publication; write me
for a "Publications and Reprints Available" list.

Empty Nest Syndrome, Anyone? - We need a good general encyclopedia (Britannica,
World Book, etc.) published within the last 10-15 years for our Reference Section.
If anyone has such an item cluttering up the shelves since the kids left for college,
we'd be grateful if you'd donate it to the Farlow. Please contact me before shipping.

Gerry Kaye

DUES ARE DUE!

We're finally getting serious about asking for 1983-84 dues. Members will
receive renewal notices during October, along with registration forms for the Annual
Meeting and Dinner (see next page). We hope you will renew at or above your previous
level of membership. Some of the privileges of membership are a 10% discount on
Farlow publications; this semiannual Newsletter; and participation in FoF activities
such as the Book Sale, Annual Meeting, etc. Full members in addition may use the
popular photocopy service. Details of the membership categories will appear on the
dues notice. As a new option this year, dues may be designated for the Geneva Sayre
Jfund, mentioned on page 3.

A word about membership period: our fiscal year runs from 1 July to 30 June, to
coincide with that of Harvard University. Anyone who joins from 1 January to 30
June will be considered to have covered the next year's membership also; i.e. if you
joined on 1 March 1983, your membership runs through to 30 June 1984,
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